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THE AMHERSTBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT
PAST AND PRESENT

Manv peoble have wondered where the idea of startinag a
fire department in Amherstburg came from. when it first came
into existence, why it has alwavs been a volunteer unit, and
what some of the lona ago fire fighters looked like. Over
the next few pages, all these, and other curiosities will be
revealed.

EPARTMEN RMATION

Looking back in time to find information on this
department was not an easy task. Though the Amherstbura
Echo has been around for many years, often times the
information written concerning the fire department was
limited to a notation of who the fire fighters of the town
were, or whose house burned down the night before. Specific
facts are vagque, yet plausible, when researched thoroughly.
The earliest listing of names of people who were "members"
of the No.l Fire Companv is dated February 14, 1841. The
list read as follows: "George Bullock, Captain, Richard
Hadwick, Lieutenant, Alexander Wagner, Secretary, George
Thomson, Treasurer, Richard Watson, Branchman, Simon
Bertrand, Branchman, James Findley, Branchman. Alexander
Jones, Branchman, John Hamilton, Branchman, Antoine Meloche,
Branchman, Thomas Horsman, Branchman, James Love, Branchman,
George Watson, Branchman, Rowland Wingfield, Branchman,
Antoine Racicot, Branchman, William L. Shultz, Branchman,
Henry Middleditch, Branchman, John Turk, Branchman, Joseph
Girardin, Branchman, Felix Drouillard, Branchman, Israel
Beneteau, Branchman, James Brown, Branchman, Charles G.
Fortier, Branchman, Thomas Nicholson, Branchman, Christopher
Kenden, Branchman, George Baker, Branchman.

Back in 1841, Amherstburg did not have what one might
call an "official" fire department. The members of the No.1l
Fire Company were considered more to be members of a "social
club". The purpose of this company was not only to put out
fires, but to also arrange local functions, such as dances
and charity bazaars. 1In 1870, the No.l Fire Company, also
referred to as the Fire Brigade, had a new set of members.

A picture, taken of them in 1870 or 1871 (the exact year is
up for debate), dressed in their new blue and white



uniforms, along with the list of names of the members,
appears at the end of this history paper.

Oon March 14, 1879, the Amherstburd Echo wrote a 10

paragraph story on the official recognition of the
Amherstburg Fire Company No.,l1l. During a meeting, held in
what was called the Firemen’s Hall on Dalhousie Street, the
officiating took place. Several citizens had signed a
petition requesting the proper organization of

"a fire company for better protection against fire". A Mr.
Lauler was the chief advocate for this proposal, and with
his twelve years of experience in Strathroy in connection
with both hand and steam fire engines, serving a
considerable portion of that time as Chief of the fire
brigade there, he was made Captain of the new Amherstburg
Fire Co. No.1l, which, by the way, was an amendment of a Mr.
J.H. Legget and a Mr. John Harriss to call it Lafavette
No.l. A committee to draft by-laws for this new company was
made, and date for practice sessions for all fire company
members was established.

The fire department, even after official recognition,
underwent many changes. Re-organization of officials within
the department was constant. In 1882, the Echo, dated
January 13, announced that a new fire company had been
established. A list of names of the members can be found at
the end of this history paper. On this date, it was also
decided to call the steam fire engine the "Walter Lambert",
in honor of the late Mayor Lambert. On March 28, 1919,
another re-organization took place. At this time, a man by
the name of John Hamilton was the Captain in charge, having
replaced Samuel L. Lauler, the former Chief. The paragraph
read as follows:

"The activities of Capt. John R. Hamilton has
resulted in the re-organization of the local

fire brigade, and the appointment of men who

will no doubt take a more active interest in

the fighting of the few fires that Amherstburg
has, but whose work at these times is just as
necessary as if fires were of a more serious
nature. In addition to these new appointments,
the brigade of 12 men is divided equally among
the three wards, with a captain over each, whose
duty it is to see that the hose carts are kept
adequately supplied with efficient hose, and other
fire fighting apparatus properly looked after.
This ought to result in a greater efficiency all
round, and give the people of the town more con-
fidence in their fire department. A roll will be
called after each fire, and absentees reported to
the council."



There was a very good reason for this re-organization.
At this time, there were a series of fires that had taken
place in town. Another article from the Echg, bearing the
same date reads that it seemed a "fire bug" was operating
throughout the vacant houses in town. It continues that
this was "the second fire of that nature, it being within 10
days of another...". The article ends, "It is plain to see
that it is the work of an incendiary." At the same time,
yet another article from the Echo bearing the exact same
date reads as follows: "When submitting the report of the
Fire and Light Committee, Mr. Denike explained that the
Deslippe account for drying hose was contracted for the No.1
hose, which, when the R.C. School fire broke out, was
unreeled at Wm. Finlay’s, and was being used bv him. He
thought the account should be paid in full, and a portion
charged back to Mr. Finlay."

The article continues, "Mr. Denike said that the Fire
Brigade was at loose ends regarding the appointing of
firemen. He said the firemen should be divided into three
wards, with a captain over each, responsible for each hose
reel.. Moved by Mr. Denike, seconded by Mr. Laramie, that
none of the fire fighting apparatus be taken out of the
hose houses except for fire purposes. On three different
occasions lately, hose was taken for private purposes, and
the town had to pay for drying and putting it back. Motion
put, and carried."

So it seems, from the reading of these articles, that
some of the towns people were taking it upon themselves to
make use of the fire hoses whenever they pleased, and
letting the town pick up the expense of having them dried
and put back into their hose houses. Back then, the hoses
were on three different streets, and the water was brought
to the fire, unlike now, where the water supply is on the
street and the hoses are brought to the fire. Due to the
lack of "action" to correct this situation, a re-
organization took place, with the hope that with the rules
spelled out and trusted people put into positions of
responsibility, the townspeople would come to rely on, and
most importantly, respect their local fire department.

EQUIPMENT

The equipment of olden days, prior to 1800, consisted
mainly of a ladder and a bucket, which was the custom for
houses to each own and keep on their premises. The ladder
had to be long enough to reach the roof since chimney and
roof fires were the most common at that time. It is said
that as early as 1779 there was a two-handed pump in
operation to protect the Fort Malden buildings. It was
originally the property of the British government, and
placed at the 01d Fort Malden when Imperial Troops were
garrisoned there. It was equipped with leather hoses and



brass nozzles. The soldiers were generally expected to
assist in putting out any fires with the use of this pump.
Early hand-pumped fire engines did not suction their own
water. "Cisterns" were kept filled with water, which was
taken from the river, by being passed in buckets from man to
man, extending from the river to the scene of the fire, As
the town grew, the "pass the bucket" idea changed to the
idea of these cisterns being kept filled by rain water,
or,during draughts, water-carts hauling water from the river
to the cistern.

From 1840 on, the two fire companies, or "“social
clubs", as they really were, were equipped at their own
expense with hats, and a hand-powered fire engine that
required 12 men to operate it at full power.

In 1875, the municipality took charge of the company,
and fitted it with a large, horse-drawn steam powered fire
engine that could suction its own water and throw it over
the buildings. This engine was kept filled by a steam pump
located at the foot of Rankin Avenue. The engine was
purchased second-hand from the city of Detroit.

The next recollection of a change in fire fighting
equipment is a comment made by Chief Hamilton at his party
for 25 years of service as the Fire Chief. He stated that
when he joined the fire department 32 years ago (in 1910),
"We had only a couple of hand reels, and they were not very
much use as fire fighting equipment."

In 1939, it is recorded that the Amherstburg Fire
Department was in ownership of a hook and ladder truck.

However, they decided that a rescue truck might come in
handy. So a group of fire fighters, knowing that there was
no money in the town’s budget to purchase a rescue truck,
decided to build one from scratch. The men had to lift the
rather ancient vintage sedan they had purchased, and with a
lot of strenuous shifting, manoeuvred it through the fire
station door. They tore the car apart, clipped the top off,
and proceeded to construct the perfect rescue truck. They
even sprayed it with three coats of vermillion paint with
the use of vacuum cleaner attachments. Once finished,
everything was set to roll the car out for all of
Amherstburg to admire. Just one problem. There was an L
shaped corner that was needed to get around. The fire hall
door was to narrow too drive the truck out, and the truck
was now too heavy to lift out. So there it was . A nice
new truck, and no way to get it out of the fire hall. At
the time the truck was built, it was presumed that the town
council would vote them enough money to widen the door in
time for the grand presentation. It is safe to presume that
the door was eventually widened because a photo,taken
approximately 1949~50, shows this hand-made rescue truck,



along with two other Fire Department vehicles, outside of
the old Town Hall.

Currently, the Anm stbu Volunteer Fire artment 1is
in possession of professionally made, up-to-date equipment
and trucks to service not only the town’s needs, but to also
assist other townships when called upon.

FIRES

There have been several fires in the town of
Amherstburg over the years, but there are two that seem to
stand out in the "minds" of the newspaper field. The first
was what is now known as "The Great Conflagration of 1875".
It took place on Murray Street, between Ramsey and Dalhousie
Streets. At that time, the Amherstburg Echo reported that
there was a total of $25 000 worth of damage sustained, and
only $13 000 (1875 dollars) was covered by insurance.

It was about half past 2 o’clock on a Sunday morning
when an alarm was sounded. A man by the name of J.H.
Crawley was the first witness of the beginnings of this
disaster, and sounded the alarm. A large two story
building, occupied by a Mr. Gilbert Lafferty was engqulfed in
flames, and soon began to consume the neighboring buildings,
which housed general stores. Next, it lept across the
street to the tailor shop. It also burned the News Store,
owned by a Mr. John Brown. Next came the local barber shop,
the Prince Albert Hotel, the butchers stalls, owned by a Mr.
C. Kemp, the stores owned by Mr. Joseph Reaume, who was a
harness-maker, and the grocery store, owned by Mr. Louis
Cadaret. Bungey’s Hotel caught fire, along with Smith’s
barber ship, two vacant stores, and two barns.

A building occupied by Conroy & Co. soon caught fire,
and fell in, which then transferred the flames to a
restaurant and fruit store, and on to a brick hardware store
owned by Mr. J.G. Kolfage. The residence of John R.
Park ,sr. was also severely damaged.

The other major fire took place on the afternoon of
Tuesday, November 11, 1887, on the corners of Ramsey and
Richmond Street, spreading to the north side of Murry
Street. The fire began on the inside of the south-west
corner of a store owned by a Mr. G.T. Florey. Before anyone
could attempt to go in the store for the purpose of removing
goods, it was in a blaze. The flames caught on to two small
cans of qun powder, and exploded. It blew out the plate
glass windows, and cut the heads of several people who were
about to enter the building. The breeze spread the flames
in all directions, catching the brick-lined building of
Balfour & Auld, and the residence of James Hamilton, as well
as the large roller rink. Flying cinders hit the roofs of a
Mrs. Wendell’s house, the Bruce Block, the Echo office,




Gasco’s Grocery, Reaume’s harness shop, as well as some
houses as far as Dalhousie and Gore Streets. There was
slight damage to Mr. C.M.S. Thomas’ drug store. Other
houses sustained water damage, peeled paint due to heat, and
removal of doors, barns, fences and any outside objects that
could feed the fire. The total loss in this fire was $12
000, with insurance covering $6 850 (1887 dollars).

REQUIREMENTS & TRAINING

The requirements to become a fire fighter in the early
days were as follows: be fit and able in body and mind, be
known to be of good spirit, and be willing to defend the
town and neighbors’ property from the threat of destruction
by fire. Since the beginnings of the fire department
consisted mostly of community work, such as fundraising,
church bazaars and town festivals, it helped to be well
known within the town.

It is recorded that during the late 1870’s and 1880’s
the Mayor would call the fire brigade out for "practice
runs", which usually took place at 7 p.m. The engine was
pulled out, the fire lighted and the team of horses, owned
by a Mr. W.K Wright, hooked to the steam engine and run down
to the Gore Street dock. The_Amherstbura Echo of March 5,.
1886 reports, "45 lbs. of steam was raised in 9 minutes from
the time the fire was lighted, and two streams of water were
thrown through two lengths of hose in less than ten minutes.
The engine did her part in good shape this time. Engineer
Hunt had everything in good condition for a trial, and if
everything would always work as well, there should be no
fear of alarm by any insurance association."

By 1939, Fire Chief J.R. Hamilton had the department
practicing 16 times a year. In the 80’s the Amherstburg
Echo, dated May 19, 1982 shows that the department had
increased the practice drills to two times per month and
that "all the men were expected to attend. There were only
two reasons for missing a drill: a death in the family, or
their own illness."

These days, the fire fighters practice once a week, on
Thursday’s and take courses on various life-saving methods
such as CPR and basic first aid. They also train constantly
with all the various pieces of equipment they may possibly
use during a fire. In an interview with our current Chief,
Mr. Murray, he stated that when a person first approaches
the department with their desire to join the volunteer tean,
they must take an aptitude test, and be closely supervised
and trained by a veteran fire fighter. They are put on
probation for one year, and observed to see if there are any
signs of claustrophobia, vertigo, inability to control the
fire hoses, or carry a fellow fire fighter out of a
dangerous situation, or an inability to think quickly and



clearly in a stressful situation. If after one year they
still have the desire to be fire fighter and they’ve faired
well in all areas, they become part of the Amherstburg

SPECIAL TRAINING

There is a school in Gravenhurst called the Ontario
Fire College that many of the fire fighters attend. It
enables them to become more knowledgeable and comfortable
with the various aspects of their job. It is not, however,
mandatory. For a fire fighter to become a Lieutenant, he
must take a special three day course offered in Leamington.
Both the Lieutenant and the Captains are responsible for the
training of the fire fighters, especially the new ones.

PAY

during a personal interview, Chief Murry stated, "80-~
90% of the fire departments in Ontario are run on a
volunteer basis. Our municipality just cannot afford to pay
for full time fire fighters." Fortunately, we always have
willing volunteers. There is a set amount of money that is
paid to each fire fighter, once a year, to cover the
personal costs of damaged gear and replacement equipment.
It is in no way a paying job. The breakdown of pay for the
fire fighters is as follows: Deputy Chief- $1900 per year,
Captain (of which there are five at the time of this
article)- $1700 per year, Lieutenant- $1600 per year, and
last but definitely not least, the very dedicated crew-
$1500 per year, per man. All but $500 of the
"reimbursement" pay is taxable. The one person who is
considered full time and on the books so to speak is the
Chief. His pay was tactfully not inquired upon by this
reporter. He is, however, the first full time Chief in the
department’s history.

HIEFS OF THE AMHE BURG DEPARTMENT

There have been at least three chiefs in the history of
this department. However, with some digging, another one
was found. At times, he is referred to as a Captain, but
towards the end of his charge of the department, he is
spoken of with the title "Chief". So, unofficially, the
list reads: Chief Lauler, Chief Hamilton, Chief Mailloux,
and Chief Murray. The exact number of years Mr. Lauler
served a Chief is not quite clear. However, Mr. Hamilton
served as Chief for 50 years, Mr. Mailloux for 24 years,
and, so far, Mr. Murray for 6 years, and counting. "I don’t
plan on doing this past the age of 65," Chief Murray stated.
"I do get a retirement pay!"



So, here it is. Just a few pages of Amherstburg’s 200+
years of fire fighting history. This town has been the
scene of some devastating fires. Yet through the hard work
and dedication of volunteers, it has survived. A fire may
take away the buildings and fixtures of many years of
history, but it will never blaze as hot and be as all
consuming as the fire that burns desire within the people
who protect this town; the volunteer fire fighter.
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The Amherstburg Echo
September - 1875

THE FIRE TIEN

[INCENDIADIMS AT WOHK— THuMsas' gaw.

MILL DESTROYLL-—L0sy $10,000—N0 18-
SURANCE.

Shortly after four o'cluck, on Weodnes-
day moviing,our toewusneoplo ware awak-
cued by enies of Fire ! a-sound buk sel.
dota beard in our old towi, and n *l’::rgc

of the live, which was in Thowas' Saw
Mill on Dalhousie Street,  Iho Bre muat
have broken out about four o'eluel and
Rotae fuw winutes 1wy lava elypsa:l bes
[ fora it was observed and tie sl givon
on Twomey'sand Pk & Borrowwnnm's
Lells, und by the stoamer B, N, Rice
whicll wus pussing up the rver ot that
Lime. There was no wind blowing, but
the five Liad gained guch head-way in the
suw-mill, which was Luilt of wood, that
no attempt wus inade to gave it, awl at.
Lention was direcied to saving the Grist
Mill, wdjoining, whiclh is built of stone
with o tiuned voof. It was about half an
Liowr Lefore thoe engines ot to work, wlien
strenms were Lhruwn on the runl of tho
Grist Mill by bLoth the Town Haull eud
Park & Borrowiman's engzines, the water
bueivg obtained from the river, from

und onts, which J. W, Bormowwan had
stored in tho Grist Mill,  Other valunble
articles were nlso removed, rnd all My,
Thomus' books and papers were got out

safue,  Although o lirge muswmber of onr

citizens worked lsrd,it was for seo thine
doubtful whether the Grist Mill would be

the second story and pours steady stroam

the whole woodwork uuder the voof. “The
fire was finally pet nader control, shortl

nfter five o'clock, when atteution was &i-
vecled to saving n pile of lnuber near tho
saw-nill, ono end of which was on five,

Lelween it pud the prist millthe roof and
walls ot one end of tho lutler, only, were
sericusly demaged.

During tho progress of ihe firo I, Me-
Fute, C. M. 8. Thomas, 1, Nuviu and
" Salty " Allen had & narrow eseapo for
their lives. They were all on a [adder
on the reof of the grist mill hukling the
huse, Mr. McFato being on the ridge and
the others Lelew Lim, when the parties
Lolding the lower end of the lulder al.
lowed it lo slip and the four were pre-

cipitated on o pile of lmwber iu front of
tbo wmill.  Although every oms oxpected
f:ave their limbs

to seo them killed ox
broken, they fortunntely eseaped with
slight Dbruiges, C. Thomas Ueing ihe

worst shaken of the four, The ladder

uarrowly missed the lLeads of several
standing below.

crowd was soon sllracivd to the loealily |

whicl: the burning buildings were ouly o
fow feet distant,  Meanline water was
thrown an the flanes with buckots, of
whicl thero was nu unlinited snpply,
and attentivu was directeld to the remuoy.
al of nbout 6,000 busliels of wheat, Larley

saved,ns oiee the Bames gotunder the roof
and rau nlong under the ridge nearly the
whole length of the Luilding, and it was
nuly extinguished on Mr. Thomaa divect.
ing tho fivemen to introduca tha liose into

on the llumes which were then wreathing

but this was put out Lefore Leing Ladly
Juwneged. Tho saw-mill wasburned to thie
the foundation, but ss theve n stone wall

Tho origin of tho fire is unknown, 't
in view of Lhe fire on the following » -ht,
that there was no waod within feu. feet
of tho engine at the south-cast corner
whiere it cauglit, that thoe engive was not
in use from Saturda and thnt the milter
was all through the building at 11 o'¢lock
it is Lelicved to lave been set ou fire.
Some parties living ncar by heand two
mon walling hastily past, on lho sile-
walle, nbout Iinllf sn hour before the fire,
wiien thia one was hiear] to remark to tho
other ** that Le was walking devilishly
Leavy."”

Mr, Thomos estimates his loss nt about
$#10,000 and he has no insurance. Uoth
the engioes, that for the suw-tiil and tial
for the grist mill, were lieated wiuler the
saw-mill and Lotl were badly Crmaged,

the Intter being in tha worst xtate.  Hatli

eugines can be repuived al eunsidoralide
axpense. The Loilers ere oot suppased 1o
be mucl damnzed, ss they were cuvere!
with masonry wnd sheet iron. The rau-
ning gearof the Grist Mill was nut badiy
dmngud ond the il chnsney 1o un-
jured.

Tlo earding mnchineg,of Nanon & Sun
which way in the Grist Mill, was hinrdly
damnged ut all.

J. W, Barrowminn had palicies amount-
ing to $1,500 in the Provineint Insurance
Company, E. Anderson, Azent. Iis
loss on dwunyed grain will uot ox-
ceed $3U0.

Park & Torrowinan were ennbled to
aave their planing mill woar by, with
waler frow the Larrels, they always keep
filled on the vouf,

Universul reguet is exoressed nt the
misfortune of Mr. Thomas, as this is the
third time o bas been Lurned out, Iu
QOctober 18GH, his mills ou the sane site
were burned to tho ground. ITo will nut
at preseut repair bis saw-nill but iutends
if poesible, to refit his grist mill. We
liope to see tha poople of this locality ox-
tend to Lim and his purtner, ‘Mr. Al
Rankin, a holping hiand so that he may
soon ageil conunence onerations.

Another Fire,

A NARROW ESCAPE.

About {wo o’clock, on Thursday mo,
iog another alurm of fire wua given, n
ou procecding to the spat wo fougd |
flnmes issuing from the voof of tho kilc
e in the rear of the old Lrucs Houso
Hamsay Strect, iwo deors froig 1)
Office.  The erection is an ol framo
but the reof burned slowly, there Lo
hardly any wiad, and (g tuwuspeo
who lind svon nssembled,pouring Lue
aftor bucket of wnter on the fames keo
ing them well under eontrel. Aboyt |
minutes past wo the engive froin ¢
Town Hrﬁ was on Lhe spot nnd hosa w
luid from the wetlof M. A. Morin n sl
distanco down Humany Street whor (]
enuine waa atalionad to e voof of 1)
building, wud o aslreum of water bei)
thrown on tup and through tle Lol
cliopped in the roof the firo wus saon ¢
tnguished, A slream of water wos al:
thrown fvoin tho snall engine from t)
Firemen's Hall, which was supplicd wit
wuter Ly 1o waler carriers. 5."01' RDIL:
time afier tho flnmes were subdued Par
& Dorowman's enzine snpplied the Tow
Hull cugine with water from tho rive
after the supply al Morin's waa exhinug
ed. Tho loss on the buildings will t
about §200,butnsthero is $1000 insurane
ou them Mg, Bruee, the owne
will loso nothing.  As the building w:
unoceupicd fur rome time, the firo mu:
raust hiave been Uio work of an incondiary
The five when first observed wae on tli
cutsile of the rear part of the buildin.
between tho elapboards and the plaster
ed wall.  IIad the firo once made head
way it would huve burued a large portio:
of tho town,

Mrs. Bruce and Mr. J. G. Kolfagoe enc!
offer o rewnrd of 825, for the discover
and couviction of tho incendinries.
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)
3

I,

hY|
to

R
i
he

Ll

deeiled to

)
I'ive Co, No. 1" ap awondmentof J, 11,

[ L ] y

wiy A mbeea.

k13§ to cull 1t
1" beine lost,

On wmolioa of Mesars, arrls aud Joey-

it, ¢ i0_was epipowered to

itteg to draft byJaws, aiil

nppoinkoc

i ppnlitiea,
On motion of Massrs, Luuler und J.

Heard, ar,,

v tal.
ixs of tho compuny on the lst and 3y¢

dnys of encl wonll; Tor renclice, at

Moved by T, M. Logaatr, saconded by
Wo Hamvis—"That 8. MeceGee, 8, I..

Lanler, Tolin Heard, er., and Georye

iddleditel be nppointed’ g committee
wWait ou the ¢ouneil am asgurlajn

from themn, wiing tiry intend to da o
wards hetter fiye prolection, awd alsa

L thenn to place firn ongine Nu, 1 ip

vocharee, tor the present, or until n

Lter enving ean he placed in ooy lands

Curriod,

On aotion the mzeting ndjourneld

L Mowlay evening. the ITth inst,
—n -

The Amherstburg Echo
March 5, 1886

Ux Baturday avening last, the Mayar

called the -firg hrigndy aut for Analiier

trial,  1he lipy, slarm wana Rl g 7
q’cloclr. and the enyine wur pullod out, frg
Ju:!nl.od and WL K, Wrizht's Lanm hiteliod
il anil down to{inrg Streot dock.
15 1bn. of ntonp, WAL Taiar] jpy ! minuten
feoni tho time the flre was hihted, apd
two streamy of wator wers thrown thraugh
two lengihe af linse 10 feny thau ten map.
Uten, Th'u engine did her part in gomd
shapo this time, Engincer Hane had
evarything in Houdcondilion for a tinal,
and if evarthing wayld Alwnys work gq 0
\vell_there should be no feqr of alnran Ly !
sO¥insurance association, About 14 of the
fremen were Promptly on hand, po day by
recetving & hing before-hnnd.und.u usnal,

Steam up. The members of the Town Coun.
cil and aflicers of the fire company *had
been nutitied thyy s test would coma off.
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FIRE DETARTUENT

The Amherstburpg Echo

March 24,

FINE WEDMESDAY MomyING, (27

RPLENDED  WOUK OF THR KTIAMMR—LOSA
$2,500—aCCIDENT 70 TUR ENGINE,

Shortly bofere' 1 o'clock Weduesduy
maroiog, ire wus dissovered in the luteh-
eu of tho old Bruce House, on Itamany
nireot, two doora nortl’ of tho Ecoo oflicy
by wutchinan Jermin. Oun lin giving tho
slorm  the inroutes, 11 iu wumber,
yot vut of the house in u hurried mauuner,
some of thet in their pight clothes, and
vopo of them with tvo mony clothes ou.
Mrs. Johoson,wife ¢f Mublou Jolizson,ono
of the propristors, was got out hy being
helped to the sidewnllt from thu anconid
story verandsh, and the scrvant girl wus
wlso belped out, Both were barefootod,
sud with searcely aoy clothes on. In a
low minutea after the first alarm, tke
steam fire engine und hose wers taken
from the epgine house to the Murray
straet dock, sud ju & ebort time two
aplendid streams of watsar wera beiog
poured on the Luilding, which by this time
wus wrupped in flamey.  Although tho
house wey satirely built of wood, and oll
and dry, the fire wus voon got unlar eon-
trol, und waus completely extiuguished bo.
fore the buildlog wus Lull burued. Very
little of the furniture and none of tho bur-
room stock or fixtures wero suved.  Most
of the iomutes lost more or loas of their
clothivg, Mr. Purudine, 3r. Johnsou uud
wile, the servant pirl nud Georpe Rond.
beuse, o bowrder, lesing everytling oxcept
ouo or two articles which woro grabbed op
1o mukicg their exit, W. Oliver lost a
suit of clothes; James Cady, u bonrdor,
who is ju Kinpgseillo ut work, lost & quau.
tity of clothiog: Alfrod West, anothor
bourder, ulso lost part of his clothivg,
while Frod. Wrighit and sou, sud Tohn
Hurat, boardors, suved nearly ell theie of-
fects.  Thae loss up the building, whicl is
owned by birs S.Bruco,ia pluced at $1.000,
on whicli thers is ne ipsurauco, Johosen
& Paradine, op furniture, stock, &¢., ¢sti-
mute their losy at #1,500, on which tbera
is al insurnnce of $1,000 iv the London &
Luuncosbire Insursnco Co. Tha five ovig.
iouted in tho kitehen, frow the pipe of tho
cook slove, and when first discovered bad
puined suel little hendway that, for o
time. thoso whe wers tigktlingit lind Lopes
of extioguishing it beforo doiog roricus
dumuga, Josepl Tomliusen, hurness-
mulker, who vccupios the ndjoining build.
ing on tho mouth wmide, hnd overything
muved vut of bia shop and dwetling houan,
but the oxcdllont worlt of the steam enging
suvad tho building from vveu heing scorcli-
ed, uud Mr. Tomlivson maved buek thnt
moroiug, but very little the worro for tha
firg, bis losa 'by damope to ponds and fur-
viturg heing about $25, cauned by hand.
ling. The old Rruco Honse bus hern on
fro on two our thres previvua ovensinig
durivg tho post fow yeara, st onc timo
varrewly  escapivg  devtruetion, Tha
promisay bove been occenpiod for hetal
purpracs for the lnst 30 years, the huilding:
huving beon put np thut long age by tho
lute Hobert Bruce, by whosoe fuinily tho
busivess waa carriod ou uuiil whout 8
ium’a ngo; Duriog its better duys it was
cown for.aud wide se one of the best
kotels in the couwnty, wnd bas bLeen tho
scene of mony stirriug eventa.

4 Aftor tho ira bad beso oll extinguished

and the voyine got ready for removal to
tho ball, thuao in cbarge procceded to
back it off tho Murray Strcet docl, A
oumber of mon outmdo of tho brigado got
hold uf the ropos and hegon to burry ler
* off und refused to obey the orders to inove
slowly.und tho cousequoenco was thut neur
the ond of the pungwuy thoy ran bor off
and opset ber iu the mud on the kank,
Ou Wedncsday forenoon, sll tho loose
pnrte worae talon off and a contract given
to Augustus Bastien to get hor out for
$40. 8bo wne got up yestsrduy afterncon,
and, o far as can hs soon at prescot, the
only ipjury is t¢ tbo smoke.stack und
other hrurs.work, which 13 ouly bruised
and not broken, nnd tho whole expooso
1 of roaking ber o8 good as hefore will pot
be $200 nud may pot be $100.

-
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FIRE DLEPARTMENT

The Amherstburg Echo
January 13, 1882

To New Fire Company, |

A meting of the proposed firo engine

company in thia town way bLeld {y the
" Towao Hull, on Thureduy svening of last
" week, whan ths organization Wuas com.

pleted by the election of the tollowing of.
ticers ;= . .

Chief—Samuel L. Laoler,

Captaly—~Wm. D. Bullour,

1at. Lisutenant—vv, T, Wilkioson,

20d Lieutenaat—James Campesau,

Bocratary—Daniol Bocfford,

Assistayt Sec.—I’, C, Cadaret,

Trensurer—2, dorin,
* Foreman of Hose—Thomas Arliwel],

Assistant do,—Mioba:1 Girard o,

1t Branchman—Andrew Bellecoors.

20d do.—Nicbolas Stavana,

8rd do.—Alexis Buufford,

ilh do.— Henry Belleconra,

Eoginesr—Georga Mjddleditols,

st Assistant da.—David M. Eom

2nd Ansistant do,.—Geo, Rebidoux,

It wids decided-to call the steam fire
engine tho "\Waltar Lambert,” in honor of
the late Mayor Luinbert,

" The Bocrelary wan inatrocted to fyle
with the clotk af the Corporntion u list of
the officora and membaors of (ko commpnoy,

Another'mesling wae beld on Wedues.
day evening of thia weuk, whoen a LT
tution nod by.laws were submitted wnd
adopted. -

*
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The Amherstburg Teho

May 19, 1939

Firc Brigade uf.‘__l_B_?O e

A renraduvin e piviare ol
the Amhbersthurg Fre Thepaon tnenlt
appearced in the Detrait News re-
cently.,  The  picture, which was
taken in 1870, was loanced to the
News by W, (. Gasea, 1A12 How-
ard Street, Detvait, The  fAremen
had just received their ngw uni-
forms of biue and white aml were

a smart-lonking sguad.  The mem-

hurs wore as follows: Dave Beault !

Henry Grondin, Dun
)dcquu Dernard, Vil
Dan Pouget,
Antoing
caure, Iticnne Barren, Leuis Gir-
ardin, Dan Bertrand,
[.ouis Lemay, Louis I}|||nu- Jises
Chrondin, Ajex Dencau, Lo Gren-
icr, Bucky Renaud, James Sweens

Boufford,
Lemay,

ey, Bevt Primean, Heney Primeaun,

Ates Grondin, AL 0 Primeas
Thonus Langlois; ooy Rennad
i Thomas Graveline, Michael Givar:
Pan and Noih Neslipoe,

Wilitam €. Guseo,
Amlin, Andrew  DBelie-:

Jnhn Gasco,

~

- /{/ [r,z.aqﬁf‘" e /;;2/
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S |
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"The pump used by the brigade was one
operated by hand power. It was purchased
from Detroit when that municipality bloss
out with a steam engine and it was later
returned to Detroit and lkept in their arc
brourht out yet on special occasions."
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The Windsor Daily Star
August 3, 1939
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Just Like the Camel and the Needle

&
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HE Am herstburg Fire

T Department {5 in which now s far tog small, plainly visible,
somewhat of a dilemma, It has built To the left of the truck are three stalwart

Itself & gleaming new rescue truck and now iron posts which make it Impossible to take

finds that it will pe Impossible to get {t oyt the car out by the regular door to the jeft

of the fire hall unless the property com- of the posts. The fire department antici-

mittee of the town council comes through pated, when the construction was begun,

with enough money to make building of that 1t would have ne trouble getting g

Jarger door possible, The truck 1s shown, larger door instatled. :

above, Its position with respect to the door, (By Stajt Pholographer.)

—_ .

Town’s Rescue Truck
In Need of Rescuin®

Splendid Machine Builtin Amherslbyrg'
Fire Hall Can’t Be Removed Unless
Largcr Door Is Cut )

- !
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By
JOHN A, MARSH

IE LITTLE TIME ago—Mus.
{. B. Gibbons of Leamington
s a couple of newspaper clip-
about the social life in Am.

urg in 1878 . . | In her let-
vs, Gibbons said In part——.
‘ght you and  your readers

be interested in reading of a
- of parties that were given
hevsiburg 60 years ago'. . .

parties referred to were
t in the Park House—now
Lake Yiew Hotel—and the

pal fiure in each was the
w.-James Boyle—who was a
uncle of Mrs. Gibbons'. . . .

j am

Ipulc—was ¥orn in Amherst-
in 1801—as a young man’ of
+ left his old homg, town—
a success of the world and 60
later. returned to the place
. lhirth to spend his declining

. Dr. Boyle was a very
g man—who never gave up
d Colonial style of dress—he
s wore long black silk stock-
-high-heeled slippers with

|939

. With Which s Amaigamatea ;o
THE ECHO IS THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF ESSEX COUpg'rY

VOL. 65, No. 7

‘Single (Jop)", 5 Cents

AMHERSTBUR

Amhersthurg S Flre Loss
Hi igher In 1938 Report Of

Chief J. Hamllton'?fShows

| front, Anderdon, told the crowd'_":
! -'-‘ thah ga.thered around the- anc.lem;{ i

Brigade Answered
20 Calls In Year

Regular Drills Were
Benefit To

Firemen

Greatest Damage -

“buckles inset with stones—|. 1™

erbockers . . . Those who re-
o him  say that he never
an overcoat but a cloak with
re clasp at:the neck . . .-He
lung to the cocked hat of 'bhe
days.
"} a m

K FIRST PARTY staged ‘in
the Park Hquse was one given
¢ Doctor for his many friends
nherstburg ‘and vicinity ', . .
_hppmg from The Echo goes
v say, “Choice selections’ of

delighted- ;the company and
futmshed by the following
5 and gentlemen viz.: Mrs. W,
> on the guitar—Miss Della
on the harp—Angus Wigle
e violin—Lewis Haines on the
acello-—~Professor Putman ‘on
iolin, and James Boyle on the
v and violin and any who had
cnowledge qf the musical skill !
e parties named may' well
that the music furnished was
superior kind” . . Continu:
“he Echo newsman said, *“‘Old
soung spenta large pox{tlon of
ight in pay}ng their devotions
srpsichore—quadrilles——waltz-
mlops—--,]tgsﬂ—and in fact al-
everything in the long list of
es known at the present time

:eived due ¢ con emtmn be-
{hosbigligwins e ven
host of the night—notwith-

ling his gathering years—vied
some of his youngest guests
eading the mazes of the misty
e” . .. Great praise was giv-
) the propmetors of the Park|’
se¢ for the fine supper which
served at midnight-—F ‘Daylight
n to make ity appearance be-
alt ‘had departed for their
:s—each one feelmg—-—that it
d be long before they would
uests on a mole merry and
yable occasion’
rter must have had a grand
at this social affair for he

. The Echo |

. Amherstburg’s fire loss duung ) .

fhe "year 1938 amounted to '$8,-

674.10, which was $579.65 greater,
than in 1937 when the loss totalled-
$2,004.45,

buildings, $2,5665,66. ' The blggest_

Hire "was 4t Fred Beneteau's house;’

Sandwich ‘Street, where the dam-
age was $1,468.: ‘Other’
were at B. Mu]holland’s house, $1,.
150, and ‘E. A, Parkers barn,
$700. e ' -
S Ca“s Answqred )

The brigade answered 20 calls,
according to Chief J. R, Hamilton’s
records, 'These were as follows:
Sheds, 8; roofs, 4; homes,” 2;.and
the :others one eac‘h—'chamney,
barn, office, dock; dump, “stove,
wood'plle, garage, '‘boat - house.
Three calls were received from out
of town but the de‘pant:ment dxd
Tot uesrpond :

There were 18 fire drills held
during the year and these have

greatly increased the ‘efficiency. of | -

the fire department, Chief Hamil-
ton says, Through the . practice
they receive: ‘the men . know just
where to "place ‘theinselves ™
what Lo do when on duty at a fire,,
The result is ‘there is no overlap-
ping and every man knows ‘his-job.
«The. Bire fihief.
\reccﬁs of all the ﬁi;%g for a pumber | S
of years past and finds that the
highest annual loss was in 1933
when the damage amounted to
$15,940. ol
ety

Trustees to Ask for

Additional Grants

The Amherstbuvg Echo was in
conversation with George A, Hall

a few days ag'o and recelved the

5 Was:At Benqteau’o' "

The loss was divided'|
between contents, $1; '118.44, and

big fires|

-and | ga)

+|he "could eas:ly groon-

4

FlRE CH[EF -J

. HAMILTON,
whose annual rep rt shows Am-
herstburgs ﬁre

ss to be‘$3,

674 10

Essex Reeve

Mmds 2T Ba’By

Whlle Momé. Votes

3 G1]1et W Doyle, ‘veeve-elect of
Hassex, goes the candidates. who kiss
babies asvpart vofi fheir: “election
mpaign, one, bottef’ “By *'even
minding the babies.® It seems that
in the goursé of calling for his sup-
porters to take them' o the polls

r%le coulg t‘?‘bieave '?\er--- '8

gallantly ‘offered to. mind: I:he. baby

while she was gone, *The* report
doesn't say whether. the “infant

started to .cry "or mnot, but if it did
“it a little
lullaby for 'he is one of the famous
aongsters of t-he Cou,nty Councnl

-,.._.._.._u..-_....-.-.-.

Esséx Clerk Breaks

Tle Vote for Mayor

3
: I
*\

A S Grawtord

Bratt’s service station,

hurg, Monday morning to’ re~fuel.
;| Its owner, Henry Meloche, “yiyer}

vehlcle that it had been giving h1

Votels Thron
Polls In Municip

i Eler‘uons Monday.
Surprlse Result'

R |In Mersea

Townshlp

mumclpal clections Monday® was
thé. large vote polled. - There wer€’
fewer stay- -at-homes
and .this was in evidence from To-|]
rontu all down, the line. "r Yo

Y Ebsex Countys one ‘surpnse
was  the defeat ' in Mersea
of Austin Cates, reove, ~and Sam
MoRae, deputy-reeve,
replaced by L. B. Setterington and
Jim Armstrong, 'This election has
mterestmg angles as (Mr.. Setter-
ington is no stranger. to Essex

" |County Council as he sat as.dep-i:

uty-reeve with Charles G Baker,
reeve for Mersea township in' 1829 |5
and 1930, Jim Armstrong ‘is. son}|
of the late Adolphus Armstrong
who was reeve of Merseafor sev-
eral terms and . later was - elected
M.E.P. for South Essex, Jim-a’
few years ago’
Provineial Parliament -by '
direct route, but went down to de-

Council once occupied by his Te-

that-A}.ustory will 1epeat 1tself in
"mstrong' fam:ly
ah&‘ ""‘Réé\re"

Voakes had easy picking in Kings-
ville, their majorities being very
large. In Essex, Reeve Doyle
gswamped his opponent,: showm,,
that he retains ‘his hold in t.hat
town.

The electlons in Anderdon and
Colchester North for one council-
lor each brought out large’ votes.
It’s of interest in Anderdon to see
that Wallace Bellaire who at the
nomination said that ‘e didn’t
want - office badly enough to
cause an election’ was ‘given. the
highest vote among five. A gale

The out.standmg fmture o the &

than.'usual | £

They weret

feat.” before Charles G. Fletcher.|g
He now will fill the seat in County |

vered father, and who knows - Dbut |

tlo
am

“sought ~‘to reach!fe
‘the |
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of wind probmbly caused the elec-
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AMHERSTBURG = FIRE DEPARTMENT

QO 1 PAE ST

In addman to the basic mechamcal equipmeni
Toad also carries a500-gallan water tank, numerous-;
faucet outlets,fa front-end-maunted, sprayer (£Good;

t Jor. parades, %

ave‘c hnstened lt Tis ’a 1942 Fard Canada veh:cte O lajﬁ 2
Chief Mel: Madlaux (seated in the nght huua-dnve “We don’t use her much anyma’ .a ug.
ruck) said the Toad was bought ten or twelve years i stzll runs pretty ‘well. ,The only insurance we’ 've. got

aur-wkeel drive (in fact 'it’s stuck in that condition ).
thought it . would bea handy thing for fighting grass explamed

Fand brush fi ires. I don’t like taking one of the engines -

AMH. ECHO
MAY 18, 1983
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| , By ROSS MASON '

fl‘HEF‘E'S the perennial yarn ahout the amateur yvachts.

man who built a sleek cryiser in his basement and then
! was forced to knock down the house to get his craf to the
© water. In real life, the story finds a parallel in (he stua.

tion now facing the Amhersthurg Fire Department. Byt in
[othrsereal life story, unless Mayor Marra and the property
J committee become Eenerous to the extent of approvin

, €nough money to knock a larger door in the fire hall, the
‘f "boat" wil] remain inside, useless, -_

- L
MACHINE TRANSFORMED T : -

Some time apa, the fice departmiens . e . .
decided that g resclue  Lruck might |' -MOOR NESDED, ANYTIVAY

L
come an handv, and so a sedan af |- AL the Lime the truck was byil, it
raLher ancient vinkage was purchiased. ‘s eporied, the nien: in the fire de-
The members of the velunteer fire de- partment ‘expected: that the coungil
partment vere able. to get the sedan, | woutd=wp &, then tnough noney o
Inside the hall, py lifting it noditv and make” n new dodr possible. At the

dolng a lot of strenuous shifting, Then bresent timas1Here |s anly ane dom .

Lhey lore the car ApRrL neatly clipped bracileally , located, and Lba poinl of
off the top mnd Fear seclion and preferred position: is held by the Hook
mounted a body of steel, without any | land ladder LSHOW, L is problematleal
nrevious  experience. The work wax it the doer "will be built, .-
breen inside a mmall portion of g It has been suggested that some
hall, separated from the hack and | |dark night that the” reftie truck
ladder truck by (heep stalwary posts “actiden ™ roll down Tnto the brick
whose duty is 1o hotd up the roof. wall and maké a path for itselt, but

The work eoutinued, and the com. Lhe #ire laddies are awailhig thy-evi-
pany Imished the body, as cxperihs dence of .generosity on tr‘xg.mt of
AL ANV dechnicians from any firm of | that Property committee,

Pt makers ever did. but 1he Car was Those who. took & hand in the
Psull luside  (hose fatetul ree ron erafismadshin. which made e new
sipviehis,  and  was  pow o muck  tand  apparently-now-yuseless _racquisi.

| heavier that moving by manual labog. tion possibte are: Eddle Kemp, Chisf

lN’t‘r\ by the 12 mombers of 1he e Jack Hamilton, Irvip Berbard, Bud .
Ermn,'.'. 5:1 lmpos.'n.b]e‘ E\'N'\‘le‘lg ua;‘ Lalonge. Harry Spearing, Jr. Louls

PRt for  the Rvand  final thedl of Robitlard 1the latler twn have prac-r
I\\hm'lmz e ear out intn (he npen Ueal tralping 1 rescue work Jn

slhat e a-dmu'm‘.’ nnpylﬁ:\(:r' ANRHL se s *Windsery, Bill ‘Wade, Fd Orandin,

Land adauye lluf handiwork of (he Ame- Jack Kennelly, Jahn Belcoevure, Bill

Iherstburg laddies, who had labared sn Fryer, and Jullan Kopacz,

thard and sa skillully for twe long The (r

I G, e apribed TR truck i iere v o s
Wih three ¢ v 1 int, ” o

! n-ul: lhccenidoo \ireuuex;milfa“m?-“'.{‘.‘. vondering 4l M has  execuled Lhe

| tAchments, and had had it artistically  t4ulvalent of e -""; FARLAIN whe
letlered by Ed Kemp, a member of L buils hix boat 1 the hasement,

volunicer department, who makes his
Hving painting slgns,

TOO HEAVY TO LIVt

Then it was found that It was minen
oo heavy e it around and whpel
out the front drive, They contem-
plated pushing » hole through Lhe
front af the hall, but the property
coninitles of the (own councit had tn
be considered, and heeolding o re-
, POris, it wasnu't. qulte siire whethor 1
ought to go ahsad with the ~xpense.
OF Wil to see if Ihe fire laddies could
AZAID hoist Lthe cur pround the nar.
row, L-shaped curner.

And thal’a the sitnation, The fire

department has, with 18 own hang.,
construcied A fira truck complele wiy
evervihing from an OXYEen ok Lo ap
Inhalptor. or resuscitainr, or whatever
pthey call Ot' It gleams and rlitters
'w!th s “three layem of VACUM
suraved ted painl. The laltering js-r)
Place’ e chrome plaje A5 shining.
Wl oihey emety gel the [Tuck out af
:he'.ﬂ?-'g’mll. .
T he Property committee of h.
[town eoungjl come through with a
(Rrant to.make a larger door possible,
i Lhe troudle will have ended and the
truck will be able 10 2nom areund
lown on its errands of merey, the
pride af all the townspenple. wha
Lehaid st,

Bul jf the broperty commitiee con-
tinves to maintain it econamy pro-
ETam, the resplendent rescue truck
will be forced to waste ity sweetness
and I8 newness on, the desert air of
the fire hall, - T




AMHERSTBURG =~ FIRE DEPARTMENT

fé:oﬁ/’/ /D/Wf W_/__

‘ : ’, Walsh ran the: sm.rchboar

“vehic es,~ .,c‘irca La.Longe, andHarry Speanng upstairs at the Echa off ice for.

’1949-50 Sin: fron f - the.. old, 1% Subrmi i Bell . Telephone, “and ‘died by

\Town Hall. (On site of the new **who. also ‘pointed out that: his ,a'rownmg in the Detroit R:ver,
fTan Hall)." Squad members.* grandmother, Doris ‘Spearing " just behind the Echo’office;

SEPT. 28, 1983
AMH. EGHO



AMHERSTBURG FIRE'DEPARTMENT OF 1870 . . . proving inadequate during a fire, was discarded and sold to
taken from a rotogravure in the Detroit News, 1929. The the Detroit Fire Department, who still had it as a curio in
original was taken in Amherstburg in 1870. The men in the 1929.
rear are standing on a hand-operated pump which, after

Amherstbura Fire Department of 1870



Fleet — Early 1900’s

1928 Dodge






1949 Chevy Ladder




k ! ,"7.2;7 'Y‘V

§950 GMC Pumper
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